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IN THE DRAWINGS 



Please approve the attached one sheet of Proposed Drawing Corrections which 
indicates in red proposed corrections to Fig. 12. 



On page 1, line 9, please insert -February 3, 1995- after "filed". 

On page 1, line 10, please insert --08/383,752-- after "Serial No.". 

On page 14, line 8, please delete "20" and insert therefor -23-. 

On page 14, line 17, please delete "20" and insert therefor —23--. 

On page 15, line 4, please delete "20" and insert therefor -23-. 

On page 28, line 7, please delete "pointer field 268" and insert therefor -pointer field 

270-. 

On page 28, line 11, please delete "pointer field 268" and insert therefor -pointer 



IN THE SPECIFICATION 



field 270-. 




IN THE CLAIMS 



Please delete claims 1-60. 
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Please add newsclaims 61-106 as follows: 



| V —61. A method for provicfchg simultaneous access by at least first and second users 
to a common file on a computer network which has at least one physical storage device, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

defining in said at least one physical storage device a common partition for storing 

ii 

common data which is accessible to paid first and second users; 

defining in said at least one physical storage device a first partition for storing first 

1 

update data representing changes to the common data in first user selected data fields in said 

I 

common partition, said first update c|pta in said first partition is at least partially inaccessible 
to said second user; 

providing said first update da{£ to the first partition; and 

selectively merging said first 
so as to replace the common data in 
data. 



pdate data into said common partition at a desired time 
id first user selected data fields with said first update 



The method of claim^^wherein said first and common partitions form a first 
partition chain in which said first user may access data in the first and common partitions 
within said first partition chain. 

The method of claim^f*further comprising the steps of: 
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defining in said at least one physical storage device a second partition for storing 
second update data representing changes to the common data in second user selected data 
fields in said common partition, said second update data in said second partition is at least 
partially inaccessible to said first user; and 

providing said second update data to the second partition. 

yfc^- The method of claim^S wherein said second and common partitions form a 
second partition chain in which said first user may access data in the second and common 
partitions within said second partition chain. 

Go. The method of claim 6^ further comprising the step of selectively merging said 
second update data into said common partition at a desired time so as to replace the common 
data in said second user selected data fields with said second update data. 

The method of claimjro wherein said steps of selectively merging said first 
and second update data comprises the step of consolidating said first update data and second 
update data to replace the corresponding first and second user selected data fields in said 
common partition. 

Jfi\ The method of claim^ wherein said consolidating step comprises the step of 
selecting between conflicting data of said first and second update data in accordance with 
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specified criteria for replacing the common data in said same data field, in the event that the 
first and second user selected data fields are the same data field in the common partition. 

^fitf? The method of claim^65 wherein the first and second update data comprises 
changes to the common data in the common partitions in the form of one or more of data 
addition, data removal, data annotation, data deletion, and data append. 

The method of claim^jro wherein said first and second partitions reside in 
different physical storage devices in said computer network. 

^ The method of claim^wherein the common partition comprises a library 
partition. 

The method of claim/70'further comprising the steps of: 
defining an archival partition for archiving earlier versions of data of data fields in the 
common partition; and 

transferring data to be archived from the common partition to the archival partition. 



The method of claim^n wherein said first partition and said common partition 



reside in different physical storage devices in said computer network. 
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The method of claim^; wherein said common partition resides in a host 
storage device in a host computer and said first partition resides in a first storage device in a 
first computer connected to said host computer in said computer network and operated by 
said first user to provide said first update data. 

2$. The method of claim T2f wherein the second partition resides in a second 
storage device in a second computer connected to said host computer in said computer 
network and operated by said second user to provide said second update data. 

16. The method of clainiTz wherein said first update data is provided by the user 
while the different storage devices in said computer network are disconnected. 

it 

jlo: The method of claiinTo wherein said first update data is provided by the user 
while said first computer is not logged into said computer network, and said step of selective 
merging said first update data is undertaken after said first computer is subsequently logged 
into said computer network. 

The method of claim^^wherein said common partition is defined in a read- 
only storage device provided in said computer network. 
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(fx 

The method of claim^T^wherein said read only storage device is a CD-ROM 

device. 

^ The method of claimf^r wherein said first update data is provided to said first 

partition independent of the common partition while leaving said common partition free from 
changes represented by said first update data prior to said selectively merging step for said 
first update data. 

10 <f 

^jtff* The method of clami^wherein said second update data is provided to said 
second partition independent of the common partition while leaving said common partition 
free from changes represented by said second update data prior to said selectively merging 
step for said second update data. 

As i- 

J8T. The method of claim^61 wherein said first update data is provided by the user 
while the first partition is disconnected from the common partition. 

n 

J}U& ^ storage system for a computer network simultaneously accessible by at least 

first and second users, comprising: 

at least one physical stolage device, 

a common partition defined in said at least one physical storage device storing 
common data which is accessible! to said first and second users; 

7 
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a first partition defined in said at least one physical storage device storing first update 
data provided by said first user representing changes to the common data in first user 
selected data fields in said co nmon partition, said first update data in said first partition is at 
least partially inaccessible to paid second user; and 

means for selectively Jnerging said first update data into said common partition at a 



desired time so as to replace 
first update data. 



lie common data in said first user selected data fields with said 



®t> 

The system of claim^82wherein said first and common partitions form a first 
partition chain in which said first user may access data in the first and common partitions 
within said first partition chain. 

^^847 The system of claini^Sz further comprising: 
a second partition defined in said at least one physical storage device for storing 
second update data provided by a second user representing changes to the common data in 
second user selected data fields in said common partition, said second update data in said 
second partition is at least partially inaccessible to said first user. 



The system of clainj^^wherein said second and common partitions form a 
second partition chain in which said first user may access data in the second and common 
partitions within said second partition chain. 
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86: The system of claim*85 further comprising means for selectively merging said 
second update data into said common partition at a desired time so as to replace the common 
data in said second user selected data fields with said second update data. 

?v 

jSt. The system of claim 8o wherein said means for selectively merging said first 
and second update data comprises means for consolidating said first update data and second 
update data to replace the corresponding first and second user selected data fields in said 
common partition. 

88: The system of clairngv wherein said means for consolidating comprises means 
for selecting between conflicting data of said first and second update data in accordance with 
specified criteria for replacing the common data in said same data field, in the event that the 
first and second user selected data fields are the same data field in the common partition. 

The system of claim^8o wherein the first and second update data comprises 
changes to the common data in the common partitions in the form of one or more of data 
addition, data removal, data annotation, data deletion, and data append. 

96C The system of claimJJo wherein said first and second partitions reside in 
different physical storage devices in said computer network. 



9 



WNLI027E.WP 



Serial No. 08/384,706 
Page 10 



^^f^ The system ofclaim^^ the common partition comprises a library 



partition. 



3P y *%, 

92: The system of claim^riirther comprising: 



an archival partition for archiving earlier versions of data of data fields defined in the 
common partition; and 

means for transferring data to be archived from the common partition to the archival 
partition. 



*pr. The system of claim^' wherein said first partition and said common partition 
reside in different physical storage devices in said computer network. 

Jtf. The system of claimx93 wherein said common partition resides in a host 
storage device in a host computer and said first partition resides in a first storage device in a 
first computer connected to said host computer in said computer network and operated by 
said first user to provide said first update data. 



^ SJST The system of claim^^Twherein the second partition resides in a second 
storage device in a second computer connected to said host computer in said computer 
network and operated by said second user to provide said second update data. 
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^ The system of claim^99» wherein said first update data is provided by the user 

while the different storage devices in said computer network are disconnected. 

^J?T*~* The system of claim^tfwherein said first update data is provided by the user 
while said first computer is not logged into said computer network, and said means for 
selective merging said first update data is undertaken after said first computer is subsequently 
logged into said computer network. 

987 The system of claim 82; wherein said common partition is defined in a read- 
only storage device provided in said computer network. 

^99. The system of claim^S wherein said read only storage device is a CD-ROM 
device. 

^KJO. The system of claim8#wherein said first update data is provided to said first 
partition independent of the common partition while leaving said common partition free from 
changes represented by said first update data prior to selectively merging said first update 
data. 

101. The system of claim 9o wherein said second update data is provided to said 
second partition independent of the common partition while leaving said common partition 
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free from changes represented by said second update data prior to selectively merging said 
second update data. 



^ip2f The system of claim^^wherein said first update data is provided by the user 
while the first partition is disconnected from the common partition. 



to a common file on a computer network which has at least one physical storage device, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

defining in said at least one physical storage device a common partition for storing 
data fields of said common file which are accessible to said first and second users; 

defining in said at least one physical storage device a first partition for storing first 
update data representing changes to first user selected data fields of said common file in said 
common partition without storing the actual first user selected data fields of said common 
file, said first update data in said first partition is at least partially inaccessible to said second 
user; 

providing said first update data to the first partition; and 

selectively merging said first update data into said common partition at a desired time 
so as to replace the first user selected data fields of said common file with said first update 
data. 






A method for providing simultaneous access by at least first and second users 
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The method as in claini^QSwherein said first partition is structured and 
configured to store first update data which represents changes in the form one or more of 
data addition, data removal, data annotation, data deletion, and data append with respect to 
the first user selected data fields. 

A method for providing simultaneous access by at least first and second users 
to a common file on a computer network which has at least one physical storage device, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

defining in said at least one physical storage device a common partition for storing 
data fields of said common file which are accessible to said first and second users; 

defining in said at least one physical storage device a first partition for storing first 
update data representing changes to first user selected data fields of said common file in said 
common partition without storing the unchanged data fields of said common file, said first 
update data in said first partition is at least partially inaccessible to said second user; 

providing said first update data to the first partition; and 

selectively merging said first update data into said common partition at a desired time 
so as to replace the first user selected data fields of said common file with said first update 
data. 

J#o. The method as in claim 105 wherein said first partition is structured and 
configured to store first update data which represents changes in the form one or more of 

13 

WNLI027E.WP 



